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In figures:

25 young chicks reared for head-startingi n Mei nypi | 6gi no, chukot ka

9 more potential breeding sites searched with Heritage Expedition

No more new breeding sites found

10-11 breeding pairs in Meinypildgino, Chukotka
542 SBS records from Japan have been analysed

2 Spoon-billed sandpiper (one first summer!) in Bohai Bay, Yellow Sea, China in late spring

28 happy adult SBS in the captive breeding facilities in Slimbridge

£1195 generated for SBS conservation at the worldos fir

1) Foreword from the Editor
Dear friends and colleagues,

It has becomencreasinglydifficult to keep up with all thedevelopmentsover the past half year and |
apologisenow if someof the activities have not beeadequatelycovered by this newsletteiVith a better
understanding of the flywayoute and stopover sites we also receive more observations, but many of these
have notyet beensubmitted, entered into the database analysedand many questions still remain.

The newsabout the status of the species ovére past six months is a mixed bdepr the third time

Heritage Expeditions supported an extensive search of remote and difficult to access areas in the breeding
area, but again withoufindingany new sitea SS w2 Ry S@& wdzaaQ FOnbddetd®d | y R
report). This is, howesr, in contrast with the development at our core breeding and monitoring site in
aSAYyeLAf QaAy2y 6KSNB tI @St ¢2Y120A0OKIINPadrRTMEE 27T
particulaty encouragings with all caution, ittould be seen as farrther success of our conservation work
inthenond NEBSRAY3 | NBE &N AJAD VKSR BSOUI STTaNAyelat 2EGS
good start have been very successful too and WYgports on this as well as providing an update on the
captive breeding stock in Slimbridge.

Our efforts in theGulf of Mottamaseem to progress vergicely too,receiving high level attention and
supportfrom the region,including none othethan the Prime Mnister of theMon statehimself,aswell as
support from former hunters, as Phyolay from BANCA repoHswever, the country is opening and
developing fast with unforeseen impacts on the fragile coastal ecosystems. Wwavéllitoreport in more
detail on some of the perils of conventional coastavelopments in our next newsletters.

We continue to receive suppoftom literally all over the worldvhichis indeedvery encouraging. These
include of courseour old friends from BirdLife International and its Species ChampMfikisounds,
Heritage Expeditionsand the Dutch Birding Association, as well as continued supgpmrt Keicanren in
Tokyo, the Lighthouse and Manfrétermsen Foundatiain Germany, the RSPB in the UK and the US FWS
in the US, but more and more alfom private donorsHowever to devoteyour own wedding entirely to
Spoonbilled sandpiper conservation has been unheard of. Thagastlywhat lan and Beth Ellis did and we
would ke to thank them and all the others very much for their generous contributions.

Dr Christoph Z6ckl, Coordinator SBS TF, August 201
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2) Foreword fromRodney Russ, étitage Expeditions

When | suggested to my staff some years ago that we should consider becoming a species champion for the
Spoonbilled Sandpiper with BirdLife Internationdl i ¢ 2dz R 0SS FIFANJ G2 &l eé& GKS
Spoonbilled Sandpiper was and they probably thought there were better ways to spend our money.

The year was 2008 and we were developing our Russian Far East expedition cruise programme. We had had
manysetbacks We missed an entire season because the ship was delayed in a Russian ship yard, the paper
work and permit applications with the Border Guards, FSB (the modern equivalent of the KGB) and it
seemed countless other Government agenciesre bogged down or at best only moving at glacial speed.

It was not a great time to be promoting and investing in a little known species. | was aware of the Spoon
billed Sandpiper through my interest in rare and endangered species management, something | had bee
involved in professionally for the New Zealand Government. | had worked on Kakapo, Black Robins, Takahe,
Black Stilt, Saddleback and many others.

Through this work | had become convinced that advocacy was as critical as management and research in
savingrare species. It was my conviction that conservation was empowering and only made possible by
communities be they local, national or international. If these communities supported it, anything and
everything was possible.

Our proposed cruises travelled tbe very heart of the breeding ground for this species. Very few people
had ever seen these birds in breeding plumage let alone on a nest. | approached BirdLife International with
an audacious plan. We wanted to become a Species Champion for the-BilednSandpiper but we
wanted to do more than give money... we wanted to help. We wanted to put teams (paying participants on
our cruises) on the ground in the known breeding areas to search for breeding birds. This would give
participants a rare opportunityo hopefully see birds but it would also possibly help find new breeding
birds. Full credit to Jim Lawrence and his team at BirdLife International, he listened and took our ideas to
the SBS recovery team and convinced them that they should at least try.

As | write this and reflect on three years of partnering with BirdLife International, Birds Russia and the SBS
recovery team, it has been one of the most rewarding relationships of my long career developing
sustainable tourism in remote places. Many of tesults are intangible but our teams have searched
hundreds of hectares of habitat within the known breeding range of the species. Sadly (for the species) we
KFEFgSy Qi t20FGSR Ylye yS¢g ONBSRAYy3I aAGSa odmée 6S K
years what it would have taken SBS recovery team a lifetime and at no cost to the project. We have helped
in many other ways as well. One of the most memorable was transporting the first lot of SBS eggs from
a S Ay & Lo fAgadyk yh2addition to theSBS work, we have contributed significantly to the general
knowledge of bird and mammal distribution in the Russian Far East, which will prove invaluable in
monitoring other species some of which will, if they are not already, face similar problems aB&he

hdzZNJ ¢2N)] KFayQid al @SR (GKS aLISOASa FyR UKSNBE Aa
partnership has shown is that empowering communities can achieve great things. This species belongs to
numerous communities and only when we have empmuaethem all can there be hope. The SBS recovery
team and its supporters are doing an amazing job in empowering communities throughout the known SBS
breeding, migratory and wintering range. | congratulate them and encourage them in their work and hope
that others may be inspired and encouraged to find ways to assist as we at Heritage Expeditions did and
will continue to do.

Finally, one of the greatest rewards of this work has not been seeing SBS on the breeding grounds and in
breeding plumage, although #h still remains a very special moment. It has been the amazing friendships
that have formed during the course of this work. Friendships forged in the field through common interests,
commitment to conservation and a love and passion for all things Arctic.

Thank you.
Rodney Russ
Expedition Leader, Biologist, Owner and Founder of Heritage Expeditions Ltd
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3) Brief report from the Breeding area in Meinypilgyno, late summer 2013

Adult male Spooibilled sandpiper with chick in Meinypylginguly 2013 Photo: Pavel Tomkovich

The breeding season 2013 seemed to have been very favourable for our ambitious plans to monitor the last
known bigbreeding population. gresshas been also beyond our expectationgh the headstarting ¢

(rearing chicks in incuwttors and give them a head stawhen released as fledglingsin the core breeding

area in Meinypylgino.

With again 9 pairs with nests or chicks in the core monitoring area plus one warning male with a brood in
July and one additional edaying femalerecorded in Junethe estimated total is around 1@1 pairs in

2013. For the first time the population in Meinypylgino has not declined and is stable at around 10 pairs. In
addition there were at least 5 breeding pairs recorded nearby at the tundra angin® hills west of
Meinypylgino and at least one breeding pair (and more birds seen) near Kaipylgyn Lake. Unlike last year
when many males were not paired, no unmated males were recorded this year (all got a female). Eggs of 6
pairs were collected fordadstarting. Of thesgfour pairs relayed (as well as one more pair that likely lost
their eggs). Wo of the 5 replacements weneredated.

18 chicks were raised in outside pens for headstarting and 16 migrateeéssficity. They spread more
widely along the lake shore in comparison to 2012. Eight adults, 3 wild chicks and all birds of the
headstarted project were marked with engraved leg flags in addition to a standard metalMorg.
information will follow later when a more comprehensive report will be compiled.

Dr. i Pavel Tomkovich, Birds Russia
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4) Searching for Spocbilled Sandpiper with Heritage Expeditions

For the last three Arctic summerthie New Zealand based travel company, Heritage Expeditions, has had a
very successful partnership with Birdlife International and Birds Russia to search for new breeding sites for
Spoonbilled Sandpiper along the coastlines of Kamchatka, Koryak and ChLidetitage Expedition uses

the Russian research vessel Professor Khromov (now branded as the Spirit of Enderby) to take travellers to
isolated parts of the world andluring the northern summer, the company offers a series of trips in the
Russian Far Eastin 201tmo Ay Of dzZaA @Sz 2y S 2F (GKSasS @gz2el 3Sasz WYl
three days searching unsurveyed areas along the Pacific coast between northern Kamchatka and
aSAye LAt Q3 difedl SahdpiNdrs{ I EDP3yhe company offereteav voyagedChukotka: Where

wdza 4 A I Qa ¢, fRiling nodhSram Ahadyr through the BeriStrait with three days set aside to look

for Spoonbilled Sandpipers. With several days between these two voyages for a team to also check areas
to the east ¢ Kresta Bay (approximately 130 miles to the NE of Anadyr), we were certainly hopeful of
success.

WLY GKS 211S 2F .SNAyYy3aQ @2&l3S Hnmo

In late June 2013, four areas identified by Evgeny Syroechkovskiy and Elena Lappo (based on satellite
imagery) as potendilly good habitat for breeding Spodnilled Sandpipers were searched along the Koryak
coastline.

Those passengers who wanted to participate were split into a series of teams variously led by Evgeny,
Elena, Anders Blomdahl (leader for the Swedish bird tmmpany, Avifauna), Adam Walleyn (Heritage
Expeditions guide) and myself and we systematically checked the habitat.

All the areas we searched had areas of suitable habitat, with one site in particular being seemingly ideal
with large areas of crowberryndeed, the vegetation here was very similar to the site where we found at

least three territories of Spoachilled Sandpipers on the 2011 voyage.

Despite spending the equivalent of approximately 100 man days surveying four sites, no-blesbn
Sandpipes were found in 2013. Although this was disappointing, some important data was gathered on
the birds of this region and one site in particular was noteworthy for the number and variety of waterfowl
which were present. Seventeen species were recordedetttriring the afternoon with the highlights

being sightings of lone males of both Falcated Duck and American Wigeon. The area also held good
numbers of Sandhill Cranes with approximately forty individuals being recorded, as well as seventeen
Brown Bearg something the surveyors were glad did not come too close !!!!

hGKSNI AYLRNIFYG AYTF2N¥IGA2Y 3FGKSNBR Rdz2NAYy3I GKS ¢
over the last five days of the trip (norastward along the coastline from approximat&9 54N 170 9E to

'Y R&NDL P ¢tKAa alLSOASa Aa GNBFGISR Fa WONRGAOITf (@
GaAdZFFSNAY3I |y SEGNBYSt& NILAR LRLMzZIFGA2Yy RSOt AYyS
sightings on the recertrip suppors i KS a4 dzZ33SaGA2y aGKFG GKS L3 LzZ FGA
d0SSL) R24y 46l NR GONBYRé a KIFEIR 0SSy 2NAIAyFffe (K2d:
During the expedition, we also enjoyed a memorable day & A y & Likher@tHelotat monitoring team
arranged for alparticipants to be taken to two Spodrilled Sandpiper nests. To minimise disturbance, the

group was split into two with approximately twenty people visiting each site. Viewing was at
approximately 30 metres and everyone left very happy with their eepes, demonstrating that
conservation and ectourism can genuinely work together even when the species is one which is as
threatened as the Spoehilled Sandpiper.

Eastern Kresta Bay survey

The intention had been to spend up to five days surveyinguraa of seemingly ideal habitat along the
coastline (and east of Kresta Bay) between approximately 65 30N 178 32W and 65 27N 177 45W. This
area comprises a patchwork of pools and several small river dedtas Spoorbilled Sandpiper has
previously beemecorded breeding in this general area, although not for a number of years.

w2RySe wdzaads GKS F2dzyRSNJ 2F | SNAGEF IS 9ELISRAGAZY&EZ
@SaasStQ FT2NJ GKAA SELISRAGAZY | p&Rtiediatody al2k mily stre&tchRf 6 S S
coastline with the groups then camping out for several days.



Sbs TF News Bull. No. 10, Aug 2013 6

This coastline sits behind a 48 mile long shingle bar and when we arrived on 5 July 2013, the area was
completely choked with sea ice making it impossildeoperate zodiacs or get ashore. As a result, plans
were soon reorganised and the ten participants spent three days surveying the area around a huge lagoon
system immediately to the east of the spit.

Unfortunately, no Spoowilled Sandpipers were foundere either, although some of the habitat was
possibly more marginal than other sites | have visited. That said, there were still areas which were
excellent for waders and a range of interesting species (many of which it is presumed were breeding) were
recorded including Red Knot, Pacific Golden Plover, Grey Plover, Common Ringed Plover and Western
Sandpiper.

. NBSRAY3I | Rdzf G I -tharkedbwitlylinedfreerfidgh y 2 O2 £ 2 dzNJ C. Collins

W/ KdzZl 2G1FY 2KSNB wdzaaiAl Qa RIFIe@ o0S3IAyaQ @2&l3S wHnwmo
This voyageailed from Anadyr on 11 July, going through the Bering Strait, with two days of landings in the
Kolyuchin Inlet (entrance at 67 04N 174 38W). This inland waterway is enormous (covering approximately
700 square miles) and during the surveys we exploregérées of locations which Evgeny Syroechkovskiy

and Elena Lappo believed looked promising for Sgathed Sandpiper.

Historically the species is known from this region but, unfortunately, once again the survey teams drew a
blank, although again some uséfiata was gathered on the birds of this region.

Within the Inlet itself, probably the most interesting sightings were upwards of 15,000 Grey Phalaropes
which were seen on 18 July. There was one flock which was estimated at upwards of 10,000 isdividual
and it seems that the Inlet must be an important paseeding staging point for this species.

As well as the Grey Phalaropes, sixteen other species of wader were recorded with the totals for the two
days noted after the species: Common Ringed Ploves)(IMongolian Plover (1), Pacific Golden Plover

(21), Grey Plover (8), Dunlin (100), Red Knot (5), Pectoral Sandpiper (109), Rock Sandpipendtkeed
{GAYyld o6cT10X 2SalGSNY {FyRLALISNI 6c d0 I -bitles mWitcheid4),Qa {
Ruddy Turnstone (16) and Redcked Phalarope (several thousand).
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The trip also spent a couple of days at the modest community of Lavrentiya (65 35N 171 00W) where some
of the party explored the pools to the south of the town. This sitbich is just 82 miles west of Alaska,

and approximately ten years ago (CZ per comms) several pairs ofp8iemated Plover were found
breeding here. This year at least four pairs (and up to 12 individuals) were located in the same area (with
at least onebird still sitting on eggs/very young chicks) and the species was actually commoner than
Common Ringed Plover.

{ dzLILI2 NI +SaaSft Wt NER BuyZHNR Y2PQ b2 NI K / KdzC.Zdckler

The collaboration between Heritage Expeditions, Birdtiternational, Birds Russia and the SBS Task Force
has undoubtedly produced a lot of very useful data over the last three years and | would like to thank
Rodney Russ for the opportunity to be part of the onboard team. Although only one new breediny site f
Spoonbilled Sandpiper has been found, this in itself is highly significant given the large areas of suitable
habitat which have been checked. Unfortunately, the searches have, therefore, seemingly confirmed the
view of the SBS Task Force that the kiieg population is now at extremely low levels, as otherwise the
surveys would surely have uncovered more birds.

Chris Collins

5) Conservation Breeding update for SBS TF

Conservation Breeding

All 17 of the Spoorbilled Sandpiper chicks reared at Slimbridge from the 2012 expeditame still
surviving well and the captive population remains at 28 birds. We have had no deaths amongst the captive
birds since February 2012. DNA sexing has suggdiséédve have seven males, two females and two
individuals of unknown sex from the 2011 cohort and eight males, eight females and one individual of
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unknown sex from 2012. So signs are good that that we may be able to reach our target population size of
ten breeding pairs.

The new summer accommaodation is completillowing completion of the groundworks and pelynnel
construction, the ponds were setp, substrate laid, soft netting fitted and electrics installed. In the winter
accommodation, windows havbeen fitted and a new lighting system instaltethese increase light levels

FYR Ffft2¢ F2N WRIFIgYKkRdzZA1 Q 6AGK 'y Idzi2aYFi0SR RAYYA

Remote weighing of juvenile Spoeilled Sandpipers at SIimridge.

In spring 2013, all of the 2011 birds attained breeding plumage (to a greater or lesser degree), after the
changes were made to the lighting regime in their accommodation, and the 2012 birds alsednauibe

alrYS GAYS® ¢KS | RdzAZ 64aQ O0SKIFI@A2dzNJ £ a2 OKFYy3aISR 46A
were no eggs laid, as to be expected as Spddnt £t SR { I YRLIALISNAE R2y Qi y2N)YI f
years old.

Baz Hughes, WWT
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6) Headstarting

The 2012 and 2013 headstarting expeditions were both very successful. In 2013, seven team members and
kit arrived on time (no small feat considering the logistics and permissions needed) and we have now
released a total of 25 juveniles frond &ggs collected in the last two years.

Spoond Af f SR {FYRLIALISNI NBf SIasS I gAFNES aSAyeLRAfQIieyzs

There were no sightings of the nine leggftafyged juveniles headstarted in 2012, although this is not
surprising given the small number loifds marked and the vast extent of their staging and wintering range.
However, awareness raising materials regarding the marking programme have been produced by Nigel
Clark, BirdLife International and the Speoiled Sandpiper Task Force and circulate@aighout the
flyway.For more information see:
http://www.eaaflyway.net/documents/Final%20SBS%20records%20factsheet_online_english.pdf

Informationon Spoorbilled Sandpiper coloamarking.

Baz Hughes, WWT
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