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Australia 

Australiaôs Report can be found at Annex_Doc.2.4.1.1_Australian National Report to the 18th JAMBA, 

12th CAMBA and 5th ROKAMBA Consultative Meetings. 

Indonesia 

1. Participatory Type: Government Partner (Government, Inter-Governmental, International NGO, 
and Private Sector) 

2. Name of the Partner that you are submitting from: INDONESIA 
3. Name of draftsman and organisation you present: Badiah - Ministry of Environment and 

Forestry and Yus Rusila Noor ï Wetlands International Indonesia (with contribution of Dr. 
Dewi Malia Prawiradilaga ï Research Centre for Biology-Indonesian Institute of Sciences 
(LIPI); Jihad ï Burung Indonesia; Fransisca Noni Tirtaningtyas - Burung Nusantara/Burung 
Laut Indonesia; Iwan Febrianto ï Anak Burung Surabaya) 

 

Objective 1: Develop Flyway Network Sites 

Number of FNS with current and updated Site Information Sheets :  

¶ Indonesia has 2 Flyway Network Sites, namely Wasur National Park (Papua) and Sembilang National 
Park (South Sumatra). Both are also having status as Ramsar Site 

Number of proposed new FNS 

¶ Indonesia is currently in the process to propose 2 (two) new sites: Taman Wisata Teluk Kupang (East 
Nusa Tenggara ï NTT) and Bagan Percut (North Sumatra). A site verification is required to officially 
submit the sites as new FNS, engaging local government institution as one of the site (Bagan Percut) 
is under the jurisdiction of local government. The other site is under the management of Ministry of 
Environment and Forestry. Funding support is required to carry out field verification survey and 
assessment.   

Publication for Bagan Percut: Putra, C.A., D. Hikmatullah, Dewi M. Prawiradilaga & J.B.C. Harris. 
2015. Surveys at Bagan Percut Sumatra, reveal its international importance to migratory shorebirds 
and breeding herons. Kukila 18(2): 46-59. 

Objective 2: CEPA 

Progress in developing National Partnerships (increased recognition of EAAFP) 

¶ The Directorate of Biodiversity Conservation (KKH) is currently acted as the government CEPA focal 
point for Ramsar Convention. The other Partner, Wetlands International, is acted as the NGO focal 
point for Ramsar Convention. Both institution worked cooperatively with Indonesiaôs administrative 
focal point, Directorate of Essential Ecosystem Management (BPEE) to coordinate a Site Managers 
Workshop partially supported by EAAFP Secretariat. The workshop provided information on the 
implementation of EAAF Partnership at national level, as well as ample opportunity for Site Managers 
to integrate Ramsar and EAAFP issues.  

Number of National Partnership meetings held 

¶ Exact number is not available 

Activities to promote migratory waterbird conservation awareness 

¶ The celebration of World Migratory Bird Day by both Government and Non-Government Organization 
(NGO) has been effectively promoting the migratory waterbird conservation awareness in Indonesia. 
For example, the celebration of WMBD by Wasur National Park (Flyway Network Site) has been 
successfully raised awareness among students and farmers on the important of migratory waterbirds 
of the National Park. The 2016 celebration of WMBD in Wasur National Park was supported by 
EAAFP Secretariat.  

http://www.eaaflyway.net/wordpress/new/thepartnership/partners/meetingofpartners/MoP9/Annex_Doc.2.4.1.1_Australian%20National%20Report%20to%20the%2018th%20JAMBA,%2012th%20CAMBA%20and%205th%20ROKAMBA%20Consultative%20Meetings.pdf
http://www.eaaflyway.net/wordpress/new/thepartnership/partners/meetingofpartners/MoP9/Annex_Doc.2.4.1.1_Australian%20National%20Report%20to%20the%2018th%20JAMBA,%2012th%20CAMBA%20and%205th%20ROKAMBA%20Consultative%20Meetings.pdf
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Other celebration were also coordinated by NGOs and Universities, aimed on the promotion of 
migratory waterbird conservation awareness. 

One of the NGO in Gorontalo Province, Northern Sulawesi, won the best short documentary film 
competition, organized by WMBD Secretariat. 

¶ The celebration of World Wetlands Day carried out in the areas known as important waterbirds site 
(mostly residents, but also migratory waterbirds). The introduction of flyway concept during the 
celebration has been effectively raised the concern of both local community and government official. 

¶ Partners actively raising awareness on Flyway Site Network and migratory bird species to related 
stakeholders through discussion and meetings, and also to general public through  media release 
and social media 

Migratory waterbirds incorporated into developing plans and policies 

¶ Indonesia has developed a National Partnership on Migratory Bird Conservation.The establishment 
was supported by the decree of the Directorate General of Forest Protection and Nature Conservation 
in 2012, aimed to: i)  coordinate and communicate migratory birds conservation activities in 
Indonesia, including the implementation of the EAAFP agenda and disseminate it to partners 
nationally, ii) Manage data and information of activities related to migratory birds, iii) Monitor Flyway 
Network Sites, iv) Link migratory bird conservation and wetlands management, v) Identify potential 
new FNS, and vi) Support the development of national report and workplan to be submitted on annual 
EAAFP meeting (MoP). Considering the strategic role of this body, and due to the current 
restructurization of the Ministry, we are currently in the process of revitalization of the National 
Partnership under new supported decree. 

¶ The Indonesian Institute of Science (LIPI) and Ministry of Environment and Forestry (KLHK) has 
initiated the revision of the list of protected species. Most of (non-protected) migratory waterbird 
species have been included on list to be protected. The legislation process is currently still on-going. 
Many environment NGOs and Universities were actively engaged on the review and assessment of 
the proposed list. 

¶ Coordinating Meeting of Zoonotic on Wild & Domestic Animals organized by the Directorate of Animal 
Health-Ministry of Agriculture and FAO in Jakarta on 29 February-1 March 2016 

¶ Workshop óRisk Mapping EID (Emerging Infectious Disease) and Targetted Zoonotic on Wild and 
Domestic Animals held by Directorate of Animal Health-Ministry of Agriculture and FAO in Jakarta on 
7-8 June 2016 

¶ Meeting with the Director of Conservation of Sea Diversity, Dit.Gen. of Management of Sea Space, 
Ministry of Maritime & Fishery to discuss implementation of National Action Plan CTI Goal 5: 
Threatened Species and commitment of the Government of Indonesia to reduce the accident of 
Seabird bycatch, by the fishing vessels on 20 July 2016.Discussion with Ministry of Maritime Affairs 
and Fisheries for Coral Triangle Iniative Plan Action about Seabird Action Plan and Seabird by Catch 
on October 2016 

¶ Discussion  with Ministry of Environment and Forestry for Seabird Action Plan on October 2016 

Objective 3: Research, monitoring, knowledge generation and exchange  

Increased knowledge and information on the status of migratory waterbirds and their habitats 

¶ Indonesia is actively organized various international waterbird census aimed on the improved 
information on migratory waterbirds and their habitats.  

¶ Wetlands International and Ministry of Environment and Forestry organized annual Asian Waterbirds 
Census which has been held since 1986. The 2016 census has been remarkably successful in 
gaining interest from waterbird observers, mostly campus-based organization. No less than 100 sites 
all overs Indonesia have been included on the census. 



Page 6 

 

¶ Initial Meeting between Division of Zoology, RCB - Indonesian Institute of Science (LIPI), Burung 
Indonesia, Burung Laut Indonesia, and Jakarta Birder with researchers from US Forest Service to 
discuss future research and conservation of Aleutian Tern (Sterna aleutica) was carried out on 14 
September 2016 in Cibinong Science Centre, Bogor.  

¶ Indonesia has established an Indonesian Bird Banding Scheme (IBBS), jointly coordinated by 
Indonesia Institute of Science ï LIPI and Ministry of Environment and Forestry. Several NGOs and 
Universities supported the Scheme to coordinate all nation-wide activities on bird banding and 
marking, including data collection and repository, and capacity building.  The email of IBBS : 
ibbs@mail.lipi.go.id and The web site of IBBS will be set up soon.  

¶ The Indonesia Seabirds Community (Seabirds Indonesia ï Burung Laut Indonesia) carried out a 
monitoring the Christmas Island Frigatebirds  and others seabirds from 2011 until now in Indonesia, 
especially in Sunda Straits and Jakarta Bay.  

¶ An annual Indonesian Shorebirds Monitoring program, known as MOBUPI, is coordinated during the 
months of September to April. It is aimed on the  collection of information on the shorebirds 
population and habitat, with special emphasis on the collection of information on marked shorebirds 

Information shared and widely available (improved networks) 

¶ Social media (Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, etc.) has been widely used to share information on 
ornithological issues, including migratory waterbirds. The following group have been actively working 
on Ornithological issues: 

o Sumatra: UKM Himpus FKH Unsyiah, Aceh Birder, Padang Zoologi UNAND, PEMA Biologi UMA 
dan Biopalas USU, Kerinci Birdwatching Club, Palembang HMB, Komunitas Universitas 
Sriwijaya, KPB-SOS (Kelompok Pengamat Burung Spirit of South Sumatra), BNWP (Biology 
Nature and Wildlife Photography), Himpunan Mahasiswa Biologi FMIPA, Riau; Commmunity of 
Conservation, Palembang;  Bencoolen Bird Watching, Komunitas Mangrove Bengkulu, 
Bengkulu; Fauna Flora Bangka, Bangka;  

o Java: Srigunting Unesa, Surabaya Sayap Surabaya, PPBJ Jogja, Tim Ekspedisi Ornitologi 
Biolaska (TESIA), Pelatuk BSC UNNES, Kepak Sayap UNS,Serikat Birdwatcher Ngalam, 
Biodiversity Society, Ketapang KBK/BSYOK; KSHL Comata UI, BBC Ardea UNAS, KPB 
Nycticorax UNJ, KPB Nectarinia UIN, BICONS (Bird Conservation Society) and BWP (Be 
Wildlife Photography);  Bird Consultant, KSBLPecuk, KOKOKAN birdwatcher club,  

o Bali and Nusa Tenggara: Minpro Satwa Liar Rothschildi FKH, Universitas Udayana, Sindikat 
Fotografer Wildlife Bima-Dompu, Kupang Birdwatcher Society, staf of BKSDA Bali,  

o Kalimantan: TKIP PGRI Banjarmasin, Banjarmasin- Kalimantan Selatan;   

o Sulawesi: Gorontalo Biodiversity Forum, Gorontalo-Sulawesi;  

o Papua: staff of National Park of Wasur, Papua 

¶ Some publication about the monitoring of seabird in Indonesia : 

o NONI, F. 2012. Conservation of Christmas Island Frigatebird Fregata andrewsi in West Java, 
Indonesia-mid term report. BirdingAsia 17 (2012):101-103 

o TIRTANINGTYAS, F.N. 2014. Kleptoparasitic behaviour of Christmas Island Frigatebirds 
Fregata andrewsi in Jakarta Bay, Indonesia. BirdingASIA 21 (2014): 66ï67 

o TIRTANINGTYAS, F.N & HENNICKE, J. 2015. Threats to The Critically Endangered Christmas 
Island Frigatebird Fregata andrewsi in Jakarta Bay, Indonesia, And Implications For 
Reconsidering Conservation Priorities. Marine Ornithology 43:137-
140. http://www.marineornithology.org/PDF/43_2/43_2_137-140.pdf 

o TIRTANINGTYAS, F.N. & YORDAN, K. 2016. Updating the seabird fauna of Jakarta Bay, 
Indonesia. Marine Ornithology. in press 

o http://readersblog.mongabay.co.id/rb/2016/12/15/serunya-mengintip-burung-laut-di-selat-sunda/ 
o http://regional.liputan6.com/read/2682780/burung-burung-laut-di-selat-sunda 

 

mailto:ibbs@mail.lipi.go.id
http://www.marineornithology.org/PDF/43_2/43_2_137-140.pdf
http://readersblog.mongabay.co.id/rb/2016/12/15/serunya-mengintip-burung-laut-di-selat-sunda/
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Objective 4: Capacity Building 

Number of site manager training workshops/courses in migratory waterbird and site conservation 

¶ The Ministry of Environment and Forestry supported by NGO Partners coordinated a Site Managers 
Workshop partially supported by EAAFP Secretariat. The workshop provided information on the 
implementation of EAAF Partnership at national level, as well as ample opportunity for Site Managers 
to integrate Ramsar and EAAFP issues. 

Number of sites with local capacity building programs 

¶ The Ministry of Environment and Forestry supported by Wetlands International and Burung Indonesia 
organized Technical Supervision for field Staff on the management of migratory waterbirds, including 
introduction of the flyway and EAAFP concept and operation 

¶ Banding and Marking training was conducted in collaboration with WWF Indonesia and Surabaya Bird 
Banding Club at Lorentz and Wasur National Parks in September 2014. 

Objective 5: Flyway-wide approaches 

Number of international projects developed or ongoing for migratory waterbird and habitat conservation   

¶ National Geographic Society supported the coordination of Asian Waterbird Census 2016-2017 in 
Indonesia, including the dissemination of call for participation, collation of information, data and 
information analysis, and data reporting and dissemination. In addition, support is also provided 
for capacity building in selected sites of international important for migratory waterbirds. 

¶ Wetlands International provided support for the implementation of Indian Ocean Coastal Counts.  

Number of sister sites or similar collaborative programs/actions 

¶ None so far. Indonesia is interested to develop a sister site partnership 

Japan 

1. Participatory Type: Partner (Government) 
2. Name of the Partner that you are submitting from: Japan 
3. Name of draftsman and organisation you present: Kaori TSUJITA at Ministry of the 

Environment Japan (MOEJ) 
 

Objective 1: Develop Flyway Network Sites 

Number of FNS with current and updated Site Information Sheets: 28 out of 33 FNS in Japan 

Number of proposed new FNS: 1 

Objective 2: CEPA 

Progress in developing National Partnerships (increased recognition of EAAFP): Developed already 

Number of National Partnership meetings held: Once a year  

Activities to promote migratory waterbird conservation awareness:  

 Newsletters have been published and distributed to FNS managers and other related groups. As for ה
FY2015, newsletters of Anatidae, shorebirds and cranes were published 8 times, 3 times and once 
respectively.  

 .Mailing list of each of Anatidae, shorebird and crane group has been operated ה
 

Migratory waterbirds incorporated into developing plans and policies 
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 Revised ñImportant Wetlands in Japanò was published by MOEJ in 2016. It lists 633 wetlands of ה
importance in terms of biodiversity that include the habitats of waterbirds. It is used as a basic 
material to encourage consideration for the environment when development plan is developed.  
 

 EIA Law applies to huge projects. Project proponents must survey, predict and assess in advance the ה
environmental impacts, including impacts on waterbirds when necessary, and reflect the results into 
the projects to make them more environmentally friendly. Due consideration is given particularly to 
breeding sites and staging sites of birds, and main migration routes of raptors, swans, ducks and 
geese.  

 

 Sensitivity map which shows the location with high impact on birds is now under development in order ה
to enable wind energy developers to investigate, and when possible avoid, those locations when they 
consider the location of new projects. Sensitivity map of the whole of Japan will be completed by 
March 2018. 
 

Objective 3: Research, monitoring, knowledge generation and exchange  

Increased knowledge and information on the status of migratory waterbirds and their habitats 

 Monitoring of shorebirds (including White Spoonbill, the Black-faced Spoonbill, Saundersôs Gull and ה
Common Shelduck that are considered as indicators in tidal flats) has been conducted at about 140 
fixed sites during each period of August-September, December-February and April-May as a part of 
Monitoring Sites 1000 project by MOEJ. 
 

-Monitoring of Anatidae has been conducted one or more times during each period of September ה
November, December-January and February-May at about 80 fixed sites as a part of Monitoring Sites 
1000 project by MOEJ. 
 

 Population Census of Anatidae has been conducted at about 9,000 sites every year in January under ה
the initiative of prefectural governments. Total count was 1,886,555 at 9,054 sites in 2015 and 
1,949,694 at 9,185 sites in 2016 (note: number in 2016 is provisional). 
 

 A total of 1,951 shorebirds including 47 species were newly banded in 2015. Recapture and ring ה
recovery was recorded for 154 shorebirds including 17 species in 2015.  
 

 A total of 2,151 Anatidae including 14 species were newly banded in 2015. Recapture and ring ה
recovery was recorded for 146 Anatidae including 12 species in 2015. 

 
Improved monitoring of migratory waterbirds and habitats 

 Training workshop for Anatidae monitoring and that for shorebird monitorting were held respectively in ה
FY 2016.  

 

Information shared and widely available (improved networks) 

  .The results of most of the above surveys are publically available on the internet (Japanese only) ה
 

Objective 4: Capacity Building 

Number of site manager training workshops/courses in migratory waterbird and site conservation 

 MOEJ held a workshop for promoting communication and collaboration among local governments and ה
NGOs which are involved in the management of FNS for cranes in 2016.  

 

Number of sites with local capacity building programs: 15 or more sites 
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Objective 5: Flyway-wide approaches 

Number of international projects developed or ongoing for migratory waterbird and habitat conservation   

 Joint survey on Saunderôs Gull has been conducted with China and Republic of Korea since 2001 ה
under the framework of bilateral agreements.  

 

Number of sister sites or similar collaborative programs/actions: 5 

 

The Philippines 

1. Participatory Type: Government 
2. Name of the Partner that you are submitting from: Biodiversity Management Bureau, 

Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) 
3. Name of draftsman and organisation you present: Anson M. Tagtag, Biodiversity 

Management Bureau 

 

Objective 1: Develop Flyway Network Sites 

Number of FNS with current and updated Site Information Sheets: 

One (1) : Tubbataha Reefs Natural Park 

 

Number of proposed new FNS: Four (4) 

1) Negros Occidental Coastal Wetlands Conservation Area (NOCWCA);   

2) Cabusao Wetlands Critical Habitat;  

3) Sasmuan Wetlands  Area ;and  

4) Bangrin Marine Protected Area 

 

Objective 2: CEPA 

Progress in developing National Partnerships (increased recognition of EAAFP): 

Number of National Partnership meetings held: 

At least eight (8) meetings with major partners in bird conservation were held from October 2015 to 
December 2016 to discuss and plan for the collaborative organization of the Philippine Bird 
Festival,preparation for the Asian Waterbird Census, and development birdwatching guidelines .  These 
partners include the Wildbird Club of the Philippines, Mindoro Biodiversity Conservation Foundation, 
Philippine Biodiversity Conservation Foundation, and the Wildbird Photographers of the Philippines, Inc., 
and members of the academe. 

In November 30, 2016, BMB convened a planning meeting in Manila for Luzon cluster involving Field 
Offices of the DENR, representatives of Regional Tourism Offices    and Haribon Foundation to 
organize the 2017 AWC in Luzon areas.  Similar Meeting was convened on December 09, 2016 in 
Bacolod City for Visayas-Mindanao Cluster  involving  DENR ïfield offices, representatives of Regional 
Tourism Offices    and the Philippine Biodiversity Conservation Foundation. These meetings intend to 
revitalize efforts and engage more volunteers for the 2017 AWC nationwide and hopefully to cover as 
many wetland sites as possible. 
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Activities to promote migratory waterbird Conservation awareness: 

Two major national migratory waterbird awareness campaigns are regularly observed in the Philippines.  
These are: 

1) The annual Philippine Bird Festival is religiously being observed and is alternately hosted by local 
government units  in certain regions nationwide.  The bird festival is spearheaded by the Wildlife 
Bird Club of the Philippines in collaboration with  the host  local government unit, the Department of 
Tourism and the DENR.  The festivities includes bird lectures and tours, bird race, parades, and 
conservation forum.  The Bird festival is normally scheduled between the months of November to 
January in time for the  south migration period.  

  The 10
th
 Philippine Bird Festival was held in   Balanga City on 10 December 2015  while the 11

th
 

Philippine Bird Festival was held in Negros Occidental  in 24-27  November 2016. 
 

2) The 3
rd

 annual ñWelcome to the Birdsò:  a celebration of the return of migratory birds with events held 
from October 2015 to March 2016:  The festive campaign highlights the country as part of the East 
Asian-Australasian Flyway.  Activities included teaching tours, wader quest, Birdwatching tours and 
Bird Race. This event is spearheaded by the Haribon Foundation with support from the DENR. 

Waterbird awareness activities in Flyway Network Sites, all of which are managed as protected areas, is 
integrated in the regular annual work program of the protected area. These includes conduct of 
community meetings and production and distribution of print materials  for protected area visitors and 
surrounding communities.  The Annual celebration of the World  Wetland Day (WWD) is also regularly 
observed where waterbirds and their wetland habitats are highlighted in the FNS and other wetland  
declared as protected areas or Critical Habitats.   

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Brochures and posters produced in 2016 for Olango Island.  



Page 11 

 

 

 

 

 

Tubbataha Reef Natural Park, having been designated as FNS for seabirds, maintains its public outreach 
and awareness  as one of its core program.  The Park, being a strict protected zone (ñno-takeò zone) 
has relentlessly boost its  public and visitor awareness campaigns  on the rules and regulations within 
the Park. Its  public outreach activities aim to bring conservation awareness  among coastal villages, 
schools,  and Dive tourism industry operating in Tubbataha.  

 The Parkôs  awareness strategy is its Educational Caravan: Ang Tubbataha ay ATIN. A team of Park 
volunteers and  Park  staff brings Tubbataha closer to youth and communities  through a caravan - 
Ang Tubbataha ay ATIN (Tubbataha is Ours). The acronym ATIN stands for: Alagaan (Protect), Tuklasin 
(Explore), Isalin (Transmit), Ngayon (Now).  Print materials, Videos and radio plugs are also available in 
its website (http://tubbatahareef.org/). The very first book on Tubbataha, 'Tubbataha: A National 
Treasure', was launched in  9 November 2016. 

In Naujan Lake, A CEPA approach called óBangklaseô Program is being implemented  in partnership 
with the academe. The óBangklaseô is a mobile classroom on top of a raft, which will also serve as an 
educational service to all visitors of the  lake.  Clean ïup activities are also organized during celebration 
of the World Wetlands Day. 

 

Migratory waterbirds incorporated into developing plans and policies 

1) Conservation of migratory waterbirds is integrated in the updated Philippine Bidoversity Strategy and 
Action Plan (PBSAP). Maintenance or increase in the Population of migratory birds in  selected 
inland and coastal wetlands is among the target results of the PBSAP.  The PBSAP also included  
threatened migratory waterbirds in its ñPreventing Extinction Planò whereby programs and activities 
were recommended to address threats to threatened  species occurring in the Philippines. 

2) 24 species of migratory birds are  included in the National List of Threatened Fauna. The Philippine 
Wildlife Act prohibits hunting/taking of wildlife.  

3)  The Philippine Wildlife Act provides for the protection of threatened species and congregatory areas 
of wildlife including the habitats of waterbirds through the designation of Critical Habitats.  Three 
nationally designated Critical Habitats for  migratory birds (i.e Malasi lake, Cabusao Wetlands, and Las 
Pinas-Paranaque Critical Habitat and Eco-tourism Area)  are currently being  managed.  Critical 
habitats are designated  as such through a Department Administrative Order that set aside areas 
critical for the survival of threatened species or are congregatory sites of certain species, for strict 
protection. 

4) The National Wetland Action Plan includes  37 priority wetlands  for conservation in which  76 % (28 
wetland areas)   are important congregation site of migratory and native/endemic waterbirds. 

5) Wetlands critical for migratory birds are also increasingly recognized and their conservation is 
integrated in the land use plans of local government units as bird sanctuaries or marine protected areas 
(MPAs).  Among the notable locally manages migratory bird sites are the Sasmuan Wetlands, Balanga 
City wetlands, Lake Mainit,  and Baras Bird Sanctuar. 

6)  To highlight their importance, Critical Habitats and locally managed migratory birds sites are part of  
tourism  development  plans  of municipal and provincial government promoting bird watching tourism. 

7) The  Department of Tourism  (DOT)  has designated in 2013 the TOP 13 Birdwatching Sites 
featuring migratory  waterbirds: Bangrin Marine Protected Area (Bani, Pangasinan), Balanga City Nature 
and Wetland Park, Bataan, Candaba Marsh (Pampanga),  Olango Island Wildlife Sanctuary (Lapu-lapu 
City), Hundred Islands Park in Alaminos City, Rasa Island Wildlife Sanctuary (Narra, Palawan), Las Piñas 

http://tubbatahareef.org/
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ï Parañaque Critical Habitat.  The DOT and concerned local government units continuously  promote 
and  support development plans for these sites.  For 2016, the DOT allocated funds (Php 45 Million )  
to initiate the implementation of the development plan for the Pas Pinas ïParanaque Critical habitat.    

8) The BMB has recently developed a Birding  guidelines in consultation with birding club, DOT and 
conservation organization.  The guidelines will be release as public advisory in the form of a Technical 
Bulletin to promote responsible birding activities in the country. 

  

Objective 3: Research, monitoring, knowledge generation and exchange  

Increased knowledge and information on the status of migratory waterbirds and their habitats 

-Regular monitoring of waterbird populations are undertaken at the three FNS sites  as would other 
migratory bird sites in the country through the conduct of the annual Asian Waterbird Census. 

- In addition to the annual AWC in January in Olango Island,  monthly records of  waterbird population is  
being gathered to document waterbird species occurring outside  the AWC period.   

-Seabird inventory  is continuously undertaken in Tubbataha Reef  in the month of May as part of its 
seabird population trend research. Seabird monitoring is undertaken quarterly by park staff.   

- Seabird monitoring data in Tubbataha is accessible in the park official website. 

 

Objective 4: Capacity Building 

Number of site manager training workshops/courses in migratory waterbird and site conservation 

Two cluster trainings (Luzon island and Visayas-Mindanao Islands) on waterbird monitoring and 
conservation were organized by the Biodiversity Management Bureau on November and December of 
2016.  The participants are DENR, FNS staff and managers, DENR field personnel who are responsible 
for Waterbird monitoring activities, including local tourism office staff. 48  participants were trained for 
Luzon while 65 participants were trained for Visayas and Mindanao). 

Number of sites with local capacity building programs: 

The three FNS sites (Tubbataha reefs, Naujan Lake and Olango Island) are formally managed as 
Protected Areas under the national Integrated Protected Area System.  As such. capacity building  
activities is part of its annual work program .  

In Tubbataha, a four-day Trainers Training on marine conservation and  communication skills, was 
carried out in July 2, 2016.  Sixteen (16) participants from various partner agencies and partner 
organizations, i.e. Tubbataha Youth Ambassadors, Philippine Coast Guard District - Palawan, Puerto 
Princesa Subterranean River National Park, DENR, PCSD, and the Tubbataha Management Office, 
benefited from the activity funded by Shell foundation, Inc.  

In Olango Island, Capacity Development for the members of its Protected Area Management Board and 
Peopleôs organization on Environmental Laws and protected area management was conducted on 
November 28-29, 2016. The two-day activity was attended by 25 participants.   

 

 

Objective 5: Flyway-wide approaches 

Number of international projects developed or ongoing for migratory waterbird and habitat conservation   

-none  
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Number of sister sites or similar collaborative programs/actions 

 -none 

Republic of Korea 

1.  Participatory Type: Partner(Government) 

2.  Name of the Partner that you are submitting from: ROK 

3.  Name of draftsman and organization you present: MOE-K 

 

Objective 1: Develop Flyway Network Sites 

 1.1 Number of FNS(11) with current and updated Site Information Sheets : 7 (missing SIS: 4) 

EAAF Site Code Name of Site Site Information Sheet 

EAAF027 Cheolwon Basin * 

EAAF028 Han River Estuary * 

EAAF046 Cheonsu Bay * 

EAAF078 Gumi Haepyung wetland * 

EAAF079 Suncheon Bay O 

EAAF095 Junam Reservoir O 

EAAF096 Upo Wetland O 

EAAF097 Nakdong Estuary O 

EAAF100 Geum River Estuary O 

EAAF101 Yubu-do Tidal Flat O 

EAAF107 Chilbaldo Island O 

 

 1.2 Number of proposed new FNS: None 

 

Objective 2: CEPA 

 2.1 Progress in developing National Partnerships(increased recognition of EAAFP) 

 

 2.2 Number of National Partnership meetings held:  

   - Related national and international workshops with International Day for Biological Diversity and

 UN World Wildlife Day  

   (International Level)  
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   - Regional Workshop on the Conservation and Management of the Tidal Flats, Associated Wetl

ands, and Migratory Waterbirds of the Yellow Sea*(Aug, 2016) 

   - a symposium for the commemoration of the new hosting of the RCC-EA in Suncheon (Mar, 2

016) and an international symposium on the conservation of endangered migratory waterbir

ds by NIE (Dec, 2016)   

     * The workshop as a follow up measure of the Resolution 28 and 51 raised by Korea and a

dopted in the WCC held in Jeju Island in 2012 as part of cooperative projects with IUCN

 Framework Partnership  

    (National Level)  

   - Regional workshop on the conservation and management of migratory birds habitat in the Yell

ow Sea (May, 2016)  

   - Celebrating event for World Wetlands Day and public-private workshop on conservation and m

anagement of wetlands (Feb, 2016) and capacity building workshop for nationally protected 

areas 

   - National Workshop on the conservation and management of the migratory shorebirds and coa

stal wetlands, and workshop for Management Effectiveness Evaluation in protected areas  

 2.3 Activities to promote migratory waterbird conservation awareness 

   - Carried out experiential and educational programs in birds exhibition areas by local governme

nts and national parks 

      ex) Tour programs to observe birds in Seosan and Taean   

   - Held celebrating events annually for World Migratory Bird Day, World Wetlands Day, Internatio

nal Day for Biological Diversity, and UN World Wildlife Day     

   - Provided regular programs explaining ecology of the sites as well as educational programs for

 students at the visitor's centers in several FNSs, including Cheonsu Bay, Suncheon Bay, J

unam Reservoir, Upo Wetland, Nakdong Estuary, and Geum River Estuary 

   - Annual Migratory Bird Festival: óGunsan (EAAF100) and Seocheon (EAAF079) Migratory Bird 

Festival' and óCheonsu Bay Migratory Bird Festival' of Seosan (EAAF046) 

   - Photography awards for natural ecology in protected areas (ecological and scenery conservati

on area, and wetland protection area) by the Ministry of Environment (Oct, 2015 and Oct, 

2016) 

   - Black-faced Spoonbill photo exhibition in Incheon City (Dec, 2016) 

   - Exhibition 'Migratory Birds Visiting Han River Estuary' in Kimpo Eco Center (Dec, 2016 ~ Jan,

 2017)  

   - Special exhibition óMigratory Birds in Wangsong Lake' in Uiwang City (Nov, 2016 ~ Dec, 201

6) 

   - Opened Shinan Migratory Bird Museum in Heuksan Island of Shinan County (Apr, 2015) 
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   - Founded Kimpo Eco Center in Han River Estuary (EAAF028) in Kimpo City (Oct, 2015)  

 

 2.4 Migratory waterbirds incorporated into developing plans and policies: 

   - (Species Protection) Designation and conservation of endangered species (61 birds species a

mong 246 species)  

   - (Habitat Protection) Biodiversity Management Contract encouraging 24 local governments by pr

oviding 1.309 billion KRW, expanded designation and improved management of protected a

reas 

    ex) Suncheon Bay (FNS) enlarged its wetland protection area coverage to 5.394  (Dec, 201

5) and listed in Ramsar Site (Jun, 2016) as well as Chimsil wetland in Sumjin River de

signated as wetland protection area (Nov, 2016)   

    ex) Created open habitat (128 ), planted green barley (27 ), and fed migratory birds (2.4ton) 

in Dalseong Wetland at Daegu  

   - (Building Infrastructure) Promoting establishment of National Bird Research Center and Nationa

l Wild Animal Health Research Institute, operating and expanding rescue center to treat wil

d animals (currently 15 centers) 

   - (Policy) Carried out conservation and protection policies for biodiversity and birds by the 3rd 

National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan 2014 - 2018   

 

Objective 3: Research, monitoring, knowledge generation and exchange 

 3.1 Increased knowledge and information on the status of migratory waterbirds and their habitats. 

   - Two couples of endangered Chinese Crested Turn were spotted in uninhabited island in the 

west coast of Korea, as the first case of the bird to confirm its breeding other than China

    

   - Continuous research in ecology and moving routes of migratory waterbirds  

   - Conducted in-depth research of ecology in wetland protection areas of Han River Estuary and

 Upo Wetland in 2016 

   - Studied feed and habitat environment of shorebirds in Yubu-do  Tidal Flat (FNS) in 2016 

   - Ecology guides and watchers in 17 wetland protection areas, and monitoring on environmental

 changes  

 3.2 Improved monitoring of migratory waterbirds and habitats 

   - Winter Waterbird Census of Korea (200 key sites, research in every December and January),

 regular monitoring in spring and fall for birds that fly through the route, and publication of 

documents  

   - Supported monitoring activities in developing countries, such as North Korea, Vietnam, Myanm

ar, Cambodia, and Bangladesh  

   - Encouraged and assisted K-BON, monitoring program participated by citizen with cooperation a
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mong experts, institutes, and private organizations  

 3.3 Information shared and widely available (improved networks) 

     (International Level)  

   - 2016 Bilateral Migratory Bird Agreement Consultative Meetings between Korea, Japan, China 

and Australia held in Cairns, Australia (Nov. 23rd ~ 30th, 2016), resulting in exchange of i

nformation about recent national policies and research as well as increase of cooperation 

among the countries  

   - Consultative meeting with New Zealand to discuss further measures such as cooperative meet

ings and signing MoU between competent research institutes  

   - (National Level) Established Nakdong River Crane Network with public and private partnership

 to continuously promote projects improving habitat environments of migratory birds, includin

g feeding birds and regulating disturbing activities 

 

Objective 4: Capacity Building 

 4.1 Number of site manager training workshops/courses in migratory waterbird and site conservati

on 

   - (International Level) North-East Asian Marine Protected Areas Network Workshop (Jun, 2016), 

Regional Training Workshop for Flyway and Wetland Managers in East and Southeast Asia

 (Oct, 2016), Workshop for Development of Rapid Assessment of Wetland Ecosystem Servi

ces Tool (Oct, 2016)  

   - (National Level) Korean Site Managers Workshop (May, 2015 in Seosan, May, 2016 in Sunch

eon), managers workshop for controlling poach and invasive alien species, and ecotourism 

workshop  

 4.2 Number of sites with local capacity building programs 

   - Carried out programs for nurturing volunteers and for watching birds at migratory bird observa

tories run by local governments   

   - Provided assistances for working group meetings and activities, including Black-faced Spoonbill

 WG and Incheon-Gyeonggi Ecoregion TF 

 

Objective 5: Flyway-wide approaches 

 5.1 Number of international projects developed or ongoing for migratory waterbird and habitat con

servation 

  - Made significant efforts to list Southwestern Coast Tidal Flats (1,279 ), including Yubu-do (46

), in the World Natural Heritage by the UNESCO 

  - Joint research for Sander's Gull among Korea, China, and Japan, Black-faced Spoonbill co-res

earch between Korea and China, cooperative research of Korea and Mongolia for Whooper 

Swan's migratory routes, development of joint research projects between Korea and Russia f
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or shorebirds  

 5.2 Number of sister sites or similar collaborative programs/actions 

  - Signed an MoU for Sister Site between Suncheon Bay wetland and Guandu Nature Park (Oct,

    2016)  

Russia 

1. Participatory Type:  
Government   

2. Name of the Partner that you are submitting from: 
RUSSIA 

3. Name of draftsman and organization you present: 
Ministry of Natural Resources and Ecology of Russian Federation, Dr. Evgeny 
Syroechkovskiy 

 

Objective 1: Develop Flyway Network Sites 

Number of FNS with current and updated Site Information Sheets 

9 FNS in total and updated SIS for 1 of them. Update for others in progress 

Number of proposed new FNS 

Preparation of documentation and discussion of creation of new FNS with regional governments 
and national level are ongoing for the following sites to be proposed for the Flyway partnership 
network 

1) Vorovskaya River Lagoon (Kamchatka) 

2) UstôKhairiuzovo (Kamchatka) 

3) Ulbanskiy Bay (Khabarovskiy Kray) 

4) Nikolaya Bay (Khabarovskiy Kray) 

5) Baikal and Pomrô Bays (Sakhalin) 

Objective 2: CEPA 

Progress in developing National Partnerships (increased recognition of EAAFP) 

No plans for development of national partnership 

Number of National Partnership meetings held 

none 

Activities to promote migratory waterbird conservation awareness 

IUCN situation analysis on intertidal areas of Asia was translated into Russian language; 

World Migratory bird day celebrated in the Amur river basin network sites; 

EAAFP was promoted at the International Anatidae conference in Salekhard in December 2015 
and in Ivanovo Russian Waders conference in January 2016. 
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Migratory waterbirds incorporated into developing plans and policies 

As a result of the revision of the list of Russian state species protected list (Russian Red Data 
Book) the new 8 management units (species/subspecies/populations) were included to the final 
candidate list of the new edition of Russian Rd Data Book to be finally confirmed by the Minister 
during 2017.  

Objective 3: Research, monitoring, knowledge generation and exchange  

Increased knowledge and information on the status of migratory waterbirds and their habitats 

Mapping of distribution of watebirds on Kamchatka in different seasons (for new field guide);  

Survey of the Aleutian tern colonies in selected regions of Kamchatka and Koryak highland 
coasts; 

Reestablishment of monitoring of Greater White-fronted goose work in Southern Chukotka 

Survey for the new breeding locations of the Spoon-billed Sandpiper (SBS) in Southern 
Chukotka, which resulted in the discovery of the second most important breeding location for the 
species. 

Finalization (still one year left) of the 7 years long inventory project of the SBS breeding grounds 
and other waterbirds of the most remote coasts of Koryak coasts (filling gaps ï areas never 
visited by ornithologists before) in cooperation with ñHeritage Expeditionsò  

Continuation of monitoring and conservation activities of the Scaly-sided Merganser in Primorie 

Surveys for Baerôs Pochard in Amur basin had not discovered any birds in 2016. 

Swan Goose surveys in Amur river basin and Ulbanski and Nikolaya Bays had identified further 
declines of local populations.  

The location of intensive hunting of Great Knots and other shorebirds is identified in Ulbansky 
Bay of Khabarovskiy Kray 

Improved monitoring of migratory waterbirds and habitats 

Extension of the long-term monitoring waterbirds number on several monitoring sites during 
breeding season on Kamchatka (including Far Eastern Curlew); 

Established new locations for the long-term monitoring of waterbirds number during migration, 
including counting shorebirds on mudflats and counting flying past waterbirds in Kamchatka 

Information shared and widely available (improved networks) 

Russian Marine IBA inventory finalized and published by BirdsRussia in cooperation with 
BirdLife Asia; 

Objective 4: Capacity Building 

Number of site manager training workshops/courses in migratory waterbird and site 
conservation 

0 

Number of sites with local capacity building programs 

2 training and education workhsops run in the Amur river basin focaused on carne conservation 
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 Objective 5: Flyway-wide approaches 

Number of international projects developed or ongoing for migratory waterbird and habitat 
conservation   

Russia was the leading force with AMBI program of CAFF if Arctic Council, which led to 
proposal for the EAAFP MoP to establish the WG on illegal hunting in Asia.  

Russia was instrumental in promoting concrete actions for conservation of the key waterbird 
areas in the Yellow Sea through several different instruments including AMBI and Russia-China 
bilateral.   

Number of sister sites or similar collaborative programs/actions 

0  

Singapore 

1. Participatory Type: Partner (Government) 
2. Name of the Partner that you are submitting from: Sungei Buloh Wetland Reserve, National 

Parks Board, Singapore (SBWR) 
3. Name of draftsman and organisation you present: Mendis Tan, SBWR National Parks 

Board 

 

Objective 1: Develop Flyway Network Sites 

1.1 Number of FNS (1) with current and updated Site Information Sheets: 1 

 

Å Sungei Buloh Wetland Reserve  
 

1.2 Number of proposed new FNS before MoP 9: 0  

 

 

Objective 2: CEPA 

2.1 Number of FNS Progress in developing National Partnerships (increased recognition of EAAFP)

  

 

2.2 Number of National Partnership meetings held  

 

2.3 Activities to promote migratory waterbird conservation awareness  

 

¶ Workshops and school talks for students and teachers 

¶ Nation-wide bird surveys like Heron watch, Waders Watch, Garden birds Survey to develop appreciate 
for nature. 

¶ Guided walks, Tree planting, mangrove reforestation, mudflat maintenance. Awareness programs held 
in September to create awareness of arriving birds. 

¶ Expansion of volunteer program 

2.4 Migratory waterbirds incorporated into developing plans and policies  
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Å Continued working with government partner agencies has brought about greater awareness of 
migratory birds and their habitat.  

 

Å Kranji Marshes was opened in Feb 2016 to protect and conserve freshwater marshland habitat and 
biodiversity. 

 

 

Objective 3: Research, monitoring, knowledge generation and exchange  

3.1 Increased knowledge and information on the status of migratory waterbirds and their habitats  

 

3.2 Improved monitoring of migratory waterbirds and habitats  

 

Å Bird census program  
 

Å Bird ringing and color flagging program  
 

Å Implementation of geolocators, radio and satellite transmitters 
 

Å Surveillance of birds for Avian Influenza.  
 

3.3 Information shared and widely available (improved networks)  

 

Å Data shared with various fora and organisations.  
 

 

Objective 4: Capacity Building 

Number of site manager training workshops/courses in migratory waterbird and site conservation 

1. CUGE (Centre for Urban Greenery and Ecology) provides courses to build capacity of staff and 
interested residents in most topics related to nature management. 

2. Visiting researchers 

3. Collaborations with university 

 

Objective 5: Flyway-wide approaches 

Number of international projects developed or ongoing for migratory waterbird and habitat 

conservation   

Management exchange programme with wetland sites in the region 

a. Mai Po Nature Reserve ï staff exchange programme 

b. Shenzhen Mangrove Wetland Conservation Foundation ïStaff Visit and information 
exchange 

Number of sister sites or similar collaborative programs/actions 

1. Seocheon County ï Yubu-do EAAFP network site 

2. Hong Kong Wetland Park 
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United States of America 

1. Participatory Type: Government 
2. Name of the Partner that you are submitting from: United States 
3. Name of draftsman and organisation you present: Pete Probasco, U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service 

Objective 1: Develop Flyway Network Sites 

The United States currently has designated one East Asian-Australasian (EAA) Flyway Network Site, the 

Yukon Delta National Wildlife Refuge, which was nominated in 2012 and formally accepted into the 

network during the East Asian-Australasian Flyway Partnershipôs (EAAFP) 7
th
 Meeting of the Partners 

(MOP7) in Alaska. Information sheets for this site were updated in September 2016. 

The United States is taking steps to nominate three additional sites to the EAA Flyway Network. The first 

site is located northeast of Teshekpuk Lake within the National Petroleum Reserve of Alaska in northern 

Alaska. Staff from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and Bureau of Land Management (BLM, which has 

jurisdiction over the land) have conducted public hearings with Native Alaskans living near the area, as 

well as environmental groups within Alaska, to determine the feasibility of adding this site. Concerns from 

Native Alaskans about the potential for the designation to either restrict future subsistence harvest or oil 

and gas development led the BLM to select a small area that harbors at least 1% of the worldôs population 

of Dunlin. In addition, the site is currently protected from any oil and gas development and is away from 

subsistence cabins. A nomination package is currently being prepared with the hopes the site will be 

nominated during the MOP9 in Singapore in January 2017. 

The second site is Sirus Point at Kiska Island located in the western Aleutian Archipelago of Alaska and 

part of the Alaska Maritime National Wildlife Refuge (AMNWR). The US Fish and Wildlife Service is the 

federal agency that has jurisdiction over the land. Sirus Point is the breeding site of over six million Least 

and Crested auklets, many of which may winter in waters near the Kurile Islands and the Sea of Japan. 

Discussions with Steve Delahanty, AMNWR Refuge Manager, and Heather Renner, AMNWR Lead 

Refuge Biologist, were positive and tentative nomination of Sirus Point is hopeful. 

The third site is Buldir Island, also part of the AMNWR and located in the western Aleutian Archipelago 

between Kiska Island and the Near Island group (Attu, Agattu, Nizki, Alaid, and Shemya). Buldir is home 

to 3.5 million breeding seabirds, including 500,000 Least and Crested auklets. Both auklets were recently 

confirmed wintering near the Kurile Island and the Sea of Japan. As with Sirus Point, the US Fish and 

Wildlife Service is the federal agency that has jurisdiction over the land. Discussions with Steve Delehanty 

(AMNWR Refuge Manager) and Heather Renner (AMNWR Lead Refuge Biologist) regarding the 

nomination of the site to the Flyway Network have been positive, and we continue to urge the AMNWR to 

support Buldirôs nomination as a site to the EAA Flyway Network. 

Objective 2: Communication, Education, Participation, and Awareness (CEPA) 

The US Fish and Wildlife Service and other federal agencies engage in regional meetings such as

 the Aleutian Life Forum, Alaska Bird Conference, and many other national and international bird 

meetings such as the American Ornithologistôs Union meeting, the Pacific Seabird Meeting, the Wo

rld Seabird Union, and the International Wader Study Group Meeting where issues on East Asian 

Australasian waterbird species are discussed.  

The US Fish and Wildlife Service and its partners are celebrating the centennial of the first Migrat

ory Bird Treaty, which formed the cornerstone of our efforts to conserve birds at the national and i

nternational levels. Partners in Alaska have been promoting activities and outreach initiatives desig

ned to engage the public about migratory birds and their long-term conservation. Canada (1917), 

Mexico (1936), Japan (1972), and Russia (1976) signed similar treaties with the United States aim

ed at the conservation of migratory birds. The centennial anniversary emphasizes the value of acti

ons like the Migratory Bird Treaty and how it continues to benefit migratory bird conservation today
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.  

International Migratory Bird Day (IMBD; http://www.migratorybirdday.org/), similar to World Migratory 

Bird Day (http://www.worldmigratorybirdday.org/), is an annually held event to celebrate the spring a

rrival of migratory birds with celebrations held from Alaska to South America. The annual IMBD fes

tivals strengthen community involvement in bird conservation by focusing on bird-related themes, fo

r which outreach and education materials are prepared and available year-round, with an emphasis

 on introducing the next generation of conservationists to careers in natural resource fields. 

Migratory waterbird conservation issues are promoted through numerous outreach efforts, including 

many public events, media news releases, and outdoor activities to improve public knowledge of th

e value of migratory bird resources. Documentary style videos, for example, have helped engage l

ocal youth into conservation issues occurring in their communities. The Bering Land Bridge Nationa

l Preserve, lands managed by the National Park Service (NPS), produced several youth videos foc

used on Yellow-billed Loons and the NPSôs efforts to monitor and assess the health of the species

 [ Alaskaôs Yellow-billed Loons 2014, http://youtu.be/QwoI-

oBX540?list=UUlVsMcv6QD7cmqaZxCwulXg; Telling a loon story: An Alaskan youth filming expedition in 

Bering Land Bridge National Preserve 2013, http://youtu.be/EbRmNLWNvAc; Filming Alaska's Yellow Bille

d Loons: A Youth Experience 2013, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zFGpfu2lauo].  

Bird resources in remote areas of Alaska are co-managed between federal, state and native group

s via the Alaska Migratory Bird Co-management Council (AMBCC). This process seeks to educate 

rural residents of the need to conserve bird resources but also recognizes the needs of native sub

sistence users. Outreach efforts through this process include press releases, public meetings, and 

distribution of printed regulations to all households in rural Alaska throughout the year to enhance 

public awareness. Additionally, the AMBCC is a key partner in helping educate waterfowl hunters o

n the harmful consequences of toxic lead shot, an EAA Flyway identified threat.  

Many federal agencies are involved with the conservation planning of migratory birds in Alaska. Within the 

U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, conservation framework plans are in the process of being developed for 

high priority species, including the Canada Goose, Black Brant, Greater White-fronted Goose, Stellerôs 

Eider, Spectacled Eider, Harlequin Duck, Emperor Goose, Common Eider, Dunlin, Buff-breasted 

Sandpiper, and Yellow-billed Loon. These conservation frameworks will affect where resources are 

allocated in Alaska. Other federal agencies include the National Park Service, the Bureau of Land 

Management, the Army Corps of Engineers, and U.S. Forest Service. The State of Alaska Fish and Game 

Department also conducts many community and education events.  

Objective 3: Research, monitoring, knowledge generation and exchange  

Federal and state agencies conduct surveys at sites important to EAA Flyway migratory birds throu

ghout Alaska, including annual aerial surveys for waterfowl species, boat-based surveys for seabird

s, and ground-based surveys for shorebirds and landbirds. Numerous species-specific studies are a

lso conducted on Yellow-billed and Red-throated Loons, Aleutian Terns, Kittlitzôs Murrelets, Black-leg

ged Kittiwakes, Least and Crested Auklets, Red-faced Cormorants and Dunlin that rely on all or po

rtions of the EAA Flyway. These studies focus on migration patterns, demographic vital rates, and f

actors limiting population size.  

During the spring 2015 and 2016, a number of partners conducted ground-based surveys for water

birds on the Yukon Delta National Wildlife Refuge to determine the distribution and relative abunda

n c e  o f  w a t e r b i r d s .  

Because current population size or trend information is lacking for most arctic breeding shorebirds, it is ex

tremely difficult to measure whether conservation actions range-

wide are achieving their goal of increasing populations. Completing the surveys in the Yukon Delta NWR r

epresent major progress toward this objective and results of the survey will be applied in management an
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d conservation planning efforts throughout the ranges of the species, including parts of the EAA Flyway. 

When completed, we will have the first statistically robust estimates of the population size of shorebirds a

nd other waterbirds in the Yukon Delta NWR. This geographically-broad, land-based survey is the first 

to be conducted on the refuge, and will contribute information to the Site Information Sheets for thi

s EAA Flyway Network Site. 

A mass seabird mortality event of unprecedented duration, geographic scope, and magnitude has been 

recorded based on observation of tens of thousands of dead marine birds across Alaska (mostly Common 

Murres). Dead murres were first observed during at-sea marine bird and mammal surveys in the Bering 

Sea in fall 2014, followed by reports of beach-cast murres throughout the northern Gulf of Alaska (GOA) 

in spring 2015 at annualized rates exceeding 150 times the long-term baseline. During summer of 2015 

and 2016, complete reproductive failure of murres at several colonies in the GOA was reported for the first 

time in >30 years of monitoring. Reports of dead murres continued into fall and winter and ranged from 

southeast Alaska to the eastern Aleutian Islands and north to St. Paul Island in the Bering Sea. Following 

severe winter storms in December and January, >17,000 dead murres were counted at-sea and on 

beaches in Prince William Sound (in the GOA) for a total estimated mortality of ~25,000-60,000 birds. 

Similar mortality was recorded at Kodiak Island and the Alaska Peninsula. Results from necropsies 

indicate birds were emaciated and died of starvation. 

Vessel traffic in the Chukchi and Beaufort Seas is expected to increase dramatically with the decreasing 

extent of sea ice along the Northern Sea Route and the implementation of plans for offshore oil and gas 

development and deepwater port construction. Given the potential for an oil spill, knowledge of pelagic 

distribution of breeding seabirds and post-breeding shorebird distribution is critical for forming a spill 

response plan and for understanding the implications of a spill for marine bird (seabirds, shorebirds, loons) 

populations. Biologists within Alaska participate in a number of broad networks including the Arctic 

Marine Biodiversity Observing Network, the Program for Regional and International Shorebird Monit

oring, the Alaska Landbird Monitoring Survey, Arctic Ecosystem Integrated Survey, At-Sea and Colo

ny-based Seabird Surveys, and numerous waterfowl-specific surveys. Products from these 

monitoring efforts help inform decision-makers, guide conservation efforts, and develop spill response 

plans. 

Population data on seabirds are essential for conservation of marine birds in Alaska, with several focal 

species widely used as indicators of change in marine ecosystems in the North Pacific Ocean. Several 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife National Wildlife Refuges (NWR) (Alaska Maritime NWR, Alaska 

Peninsula/Becharof NWRs, Kodiak NWR, Togiak NWR, and Yukon Delta NWR) have collected similar 

data on nesting seabird populations since 1975 but disparate data formats and data storage locations 

have made it difficult to use data effectively. To remedy these issues, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Serviceôs 

Inventory and Monitoring Program began the task of tracking down and compiling seabird monitoring data 

for 24 seabird species from across Alaska. Once data sets and files are compiled into a standard format, 

next steps include population analysis across the North Pacific with efforts to identify correlations with 

environmental and other extrinsic variables. Such analyses will aid in identifying risk and mitigation factors 

for threats such as oil spills, invasive species, and climate change and associated changes to ocean 

environments. 

The Yellow-billed Loon is an international species of concern with the global population estimated at 

16,650-21,000. The species was considered for listing under the Endangered Species Act in 2014, but 

was not listed. These birds occur in a circumpolar distribution and breed on arctic tundra habitats, 

including areas of Bering Land Bridge National Preserve and Cape Krusenstern National Monument. The 

loons winter from Russia and Alaska along the coastlines of the Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands to the 

Yellow Sea in China. Approximately 20-25% of the global population occurs seasonally in Alaska, where 

the total summer breeding population is estimated at 3,700-4,900 birds. The National Park Service in 

collaboration with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service conduct aerial loon surveys every other year (2013, 

2015, 2017, etc.) to assess population trends and collect loon eggs and small prey fish to monitor types 
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and levels of contaminants at nesting lakes. Preliminary contaminants data from Yellow-billed Loons 

suggest that mercury may be approaching levels that could impede reproduction in the species 

(publication URL: http://www.aoucospubs.org/doi/abs/10.1650/CONDOR-14-28.1). 

Objective 4: Capacity Building 

Migratory bird management occurs throughout Alaska on the (i) U.S. Fish and Wildlife Serviceôs 16 

National Wildlife Refuges (about 77 million acres); (ii) National Park Serviceôs 15 national parks, 

preserves, monuments and national historic parks (about 54 million acres); (iii) Bureau of Land 

Management units (about 72 million acres); and (iv) several forests managed by the U.S Forest Service 

(about 22 million acres). In addition, the State of Alaska has 31 state wildlife areas totaling over 3 million 

acres. Federal and state personnel are involved in numerous training workshops/courses aimed at 

bettering conserving and managing areas and the birds that depend on them. Each of the federal and the 

state agencies conduct some level of outreach to build local capacity.  

In addition, there are a number of non-governmental entities involved in migratory bird capacity building 

including Audubon Alaska, the Wildlife Society, the Wilderness Society, the Alaska Center for 

Conservation Science, Alaska Geographic Association, The Nature Conservancy Alaska, and others. 

These organizations are integral to conservation of migratory birds in Alaska and often work closely with 

federal and state partners to identify priorities and fill knowledge gaps.   

The United States has a steering committee member (along with Canada, Russia and Norway) that is part 

of the Arctic Migratory Bird Initiative (AMBI), an initiative of the Conservation for Arctic Flora and Fauna 

(CAFF), designed to improve status and secure long-term sustainability of declining Arctic breeding 

migratory birds. The AMBI steering committee members have worked closely with many parties in the 

EAAFP to develop a step-down conservation plan that focuses on habitat alteration and illegal harvest of 

migratory birds, and has a special focus on several arctic-breeding species that migrate along the EAA 

Flyway. This effort hopes to direct effective management across a speciesô range, regardless of national 

boundaries. 

Objective 5: Flyway-wide approaches 

Federal biologists are involved in a number of international projects related to migratory waterbird and 

habitat conservation in the EAA Flyway, including the Arctic Migratory Bird Initiative, the Arctic Marine 

Biodiversity Observing Network, the Pacific Seabird Group, the World Seabird Union, and the Circumpolar 

Seabird Working Group. These projects vary from focused on-the-ground conservation studies on the 

demographic of marine birds and shorebirds to formal groups that focus on communicating and sharing 

information.  

The Government of the United States and the Government of the Russian Federation jointly developed an 

agreement in 1994 titled ñConservation of Nature and the Organization of Reservesò. This agreement 

provides a framework for the two nations to coordinate and cooperate in the fields of natural resource 

conservation and is implemented by the ñArea V Working Groupò. Among the topics of mutual interest for 

the Working Group include the exchange of best practices in management, and the conservation of 

migratory birds and their habitats. In support of these joint interests, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

Migratory Bird Management Program invited aerial survey biologists from the Russian Academy of 

Sciences to Alaska to work with personnel from the Alaska Migratory Bird Managementôs Aerial Waterfowl 

Survey Program. During the visit, both U.S. and Russian pilot/biologists shared ground-based and air-

based instruction of standardized aerial survey protocols including use of specialized data collection 

software. Methods for analyzing and displaying aerial survey data was also demonstrated. This 

information exchange is the beginning of international collaborations to monitor migratory bird species 

throughout the EAA Flyway using consistent protocols. Development of standardized data collection 

protocols increases the ability of scientists to accurately monitor population trends in shared waterfowl 

resources throughout their ranges. 



Page 25 

 

Audubon Alaska has been working hard to compile ecological information on areas of high value to 

migratory birds. Audubon Alaska spent several years developing new methods based on mapping 

technology to identify marine Important Bird Areas, adding 124 new global IBAs to the list, many which 

are relevant to the EAA Flyway. Additionally, Audubon Alaska recently published version 3 of the 

Ecological Atlas of Alaskaôs Western Arctic (Sullender and Smith, 2016, Audubon Alaska, Anchorage, AK. 

USA). As birds from the Western Arctic disperse along all four major flyways, including the EAA Flyway, 

the atlas of maps helps to better understand the overlap of wildlife, people and development to inform 

conservation and management. Lastly, Audubon Alaska is updating the Alaska Watch List, which is 

updated every few years and is intended as a tool for early detection of declining and vulnerable bird 

populations.  

Cambodia 

1. Participatory Type: Government Partner (Government, Inter-Governmental, International 
NGO, and Private Sector) 

2. Name of the Partner that you are submitting from: Royal Government of Cambodia 
3. Name of draftsman and organisation you present: Dr. Srey Sunleang, Director of 

Department Freshwater Wetlands Conservation of General Directorate of Administration 
for Nature Conservation and Protection, Ministry of Environment 

Objective 1: Develop Flyway Network Sites 

Number of FNS with current and updated Site Information Sheets: 1 

- Prek Toal Ramsar site 
- Koh Kapih Ramsar site 

Number of proposed new FNS: 6 

- Stung Treng Ramsar Site 
- Koh Kapi Ramsar Site 
- Ang Trapeang Thmor Protected Landscape 
- Boeung Prek Papov Protected Landscape 
- Anglung Pring Protected Landscape 
- Northern Tonle Sap Protected Landscape 

 

Objective 2: CEPA 

Cambodia has joined the East Asian Australasia Flyway Partnership in 2007. The conservation and 
protection of breeding colonies of migratory waterbirds and its habitats are particularly stated in the Prek 
Toal Core Area Management Plan for year 2007 to 2011 and updating to 2015-2019.  

The establishment of the FNS is ongoing. Three national partnership meetings were held at all levels 
including local, provincial and national levels (2011). Purpose of the meeting is to recognize Prek Toal Core 
Area of the Tonle Sap Biosphere Reserve and as the Ramsar site as well as the Flyway Network Site which 
is contributed to the conservation of migratory waterbirds and their habitats within the East Asianï
Australasian Flyway Partnership; and to strengthen information sharing and lessons learnt. A total of 150 
participants attended the meetings from local communities, Protected Area rangers, local authorities and 
relevant governmental organizations and NGOs.  

 

Video documentary and video spots are produced to promote publicôs interest in the conservation of 

waterbirds and visitor attraction.  

Translation and dissemination of Flyway document. The Flyway document have been translated from 

English to Khmer (national language) as the followings:  
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1. Partnership for the Conservation of Migratory Waterbirds and the Sustainable Use of their 
Habitats in the East Asian ï Australasian Flyway. (Short Title ñPartnership for the East Asian ï 
Australasian Flyway 

2. Implementation Strategy for the East Asian ï Australasian Flyway Partnership: 2007 ï 2011 
3. Communications Strategy for the East Asian-Australasian Flyway Partnership 
4. Information Sheet on Flyway Network Sites 
5. Fourth Meeting of Partners, Songdo, Republic of Korea, 23 and 24 February 2010 
6. Information Brochure on Partnership for the EAST ASIAN Australasian Flyway 

 

Objective 3: Research, monitoring, knowledge generation and exchange  

Increased knowledge and information on the status of migratory waterbirds and their habitats 

Annual celebration of the World Migratory Bird Day with the participation of government officials, NGOs, 

teachers, students and local communities has been conducted. 

Improved monitoring of migratory waterbirds and habitats 

- Promote bird watching activities  
- Migratory bird education in universities 
- Welcome to the bird educational program 
- Establishment of bird watching club 
- Organize census for key species such as Black Face Spoon-billed 
- Bird and habitat monitoring at all FNS (potential sites) 

Information shared and widely available (improved networks 

Waterbird monitoring programme was developed in 2001 at Prek Toal Core Area. A comprehensive 

monitoring programme has put in place from 2003 onward, aim to estimate population size and detect 

annual population trend of key species of large waterbirds. The detection of population increase and 

decrease of species concern is critical to evaluate the success of the management intervention.  

Ministry of Environment, BirdLife and partners organized annual Sarus Crane Census in Cambodia. This 

monitoring initiative has been implemented for more than 6 years to see the trend of this sub-species. The 

regional workshop on Sarus Crane had been conducted in Phnom Penh, Cambodia in June 2016 with the 

purpose of developing regional species action plan.   

 

Objective 4: Capacity Building 

Number of site manager training workshops/courses in migratory waterbird and site conservation:  

Number of training workshops had been conducted for the wetland site managers, NGOs and other 

stakeholders. 

Number of sites with local capacity building programs:  

Prek Toal, Koh Kapi, Boeung Tonle Chhmar, Anlung Pring, Boeung Prek Lapov and Ang Trapeang Thmor.  

 

Objective 5: Flyway-wide approaches 

Number of international projects developed or ongoing for migratory waterbird and habitat conservation 

There are 6  international projects have been developed and implemented in the FNS including Tonle 
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Sap (Prek Toal and Boeung Tonle Chhmar Core Areas of the Tonle Sap Biosphere Reserve), Stung Treng 

and Koh Kapi Ramsar Sites, Anlung Pring, Boeung Prek Lapov and Ang Trapeang Thmor Protected 

Landscape.  

Number of sister sites or similar collaborative programs/actions:  

Beside the FNS under the management of Ministry of Environment, there are many other sites that are 

being managed by Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries.  

Peopleôs Republic of China 

 

1. Participatory Type: Partner (Government, Inter-Governmental, International NGO, and 
Private Sector) 

2. Name of the Partner that you are submitting from: China. 
3. Name of draftsman and organisation you present: Report prepared by Lei Guangchun 

State Forestry Administration 

 

Objective 1: Develop Flyway Network Sites 

Number of FNS with current and updated Site Information Sheets 

 ̧ FNS: 19. 

 ̧ Updated SIS: 1 (Xianghai NR, still in Chinese) 

Number of proposed new FNS 

 ̧ 1 (Hainan Dong Fang Black-faced Spoonbill Nature Reserve) 

Objective 2: CEPA 

Progress in developing National Partnerships (increased recognition of EAAFP) 

Number of National Partnership meetings held 

Activities to promote migratory waterbird conservation awareness 

Migratory waterbirds incorporated into developing plans and policies 

2.1 National wide scale activities in Birds Week, the first week of April, were organized by government, 
specialized societies, NGOs, to enhance public awareness of bird conservation. 
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Birds Week in Wuhan, Hubei. 

  

Exhibition and communication activities in Beihai, Guangxi. 

2.2 National and international bird festivals have been held in many places, from the north to the south, 
especially on the East Asian ï Australasian Flyway sites. 

 

The Second International Bird Viewing Megagame of Dalian, Liaoning. 
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The Bird Festival of Dongtan Wetland, Shanghai. 

 

The Fourth Bird Festival of Dongzhaigang, Hainan. 

2.3 The 7
th
 Asian Bird Fair was organized by Jingshan County Peopleôs Government and Cuncaoxin 

Rural Environmental Protection Association (NGO). 

 
 

2.4 The State Council issued national policy for the protection and restoration of wetlands in Dec, 2016. 
It stipulates that with joint efforts from central and local governments, the total area of wetlands 
should be preserved. Meanwhile, a reward and punishment system should be established, with 



Page 30 

 

lifelong accountability for major government officials in wetlands protection. The plan also urges more 
legal, financial, and scientific support to protect and restore wetlands. 

2.5  The World Migratory Bird Day campaign was held in Beiwu Park at the foot of Yuquan Hill, Beijing, in 

May 15th, 2016. This campaign was organized by National Bird Banding Center, and focused on the 

publicity of anthropogenic threats that migratory birds faced in China. A line of exhibition boards was 

established along the main road of the park, and staff from National Bird Banding Center stood 

besides these boards to introduce the situation and research of migratory birds in China. 

 

  

 

Objective 3: Research, monitoring, knowledge generation and exchange  

Increased knowledge and information on the status of migratory waterbirds and their habitats 

Improved monitoring of migratory waterbirds and habitats 

Information shared and widely available (improved networks 

3.1 Major research works on White-naped Crane, Scaly-sided Merganser, Lesser White-fronted Goose, 
Baerôs Pochard, and shorebirds. 

 ̧ Participated in the International White-naped Crane Working Group Conference was held in 
Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia (2016). The participants, from the breeding and wintering areas of these 
cranes, made the further protected works for them. Banding and satellite tracking of cranes were 
still carried on. 

 ̧ Study on relationship between hydrological fluctuation, Carex and wintering geese, have been 
conducted in the middle of Yangtz River. Satellite tracking has been applied to the migratory 
geese. 

 ̧ National wide survey on Baerôs Pochards, and new breeding sites and distribution areas have 
been confirmed. More surveys for these rare waterbirds will be monitored in the next 2 to 3 
years. 

 ̧ With the scientific and technological support of the EAAFP Scaly-sided Merganser Group, The 
China Birdwatching Association has set up a network of bird watching societies all over the 
country and conducted three over wintering surveys since 2014. Each year, nationwide 
investigations on the population and habitat of Scaly-sided Merganser were carried out at more 
than 200 sites in 21 provinces by over 65 societies, organizations and groups, with research 
areas involving the southern, middle and eastern parts of China. New wintering sites were 
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discovered each year, and threats to habitat were also reported, which has promoted the 
establishment of local ecosystem management and protection policies. 

 ̧ Shorebirds. 

For understanding the population status of shorebirds stopover in  Rudong of Jiangsu, some 

shorebirds including Spoon-billed Sandpiper were banded and marked with color flag markers by 

the professor of Nanjing Normal University with the experts of British Trust for Ornithology (BTO) 

and Royal Society of Bird Protection (RSBP) from September 25 to October 6, 2016. Nearly one 

thousand shorebirds were banded and marked with (green/blue) flag markers. 9 Spoon-billed 

Sandpipers were banded and marked using yellow flag with engraved 2 numbers and 3 Spoon-

billed Sandpiper were captured and attached with Platform Transmitter Terminals (PTTs).At least 

one of them was moving from Rudong to Zhaoan of Fujian province on December. 

 

 

To implement the Working plan of China-Russia bilateral agreement on conservation of 
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migratory birds and their habitats agreed during the first meeting in Moscow in 2015, The 

experts of Spoon-billed Sandpiper from All-Russian Institute of Ecology was invited to China and 

join a investigation on migratory population of Spoon-billed Sandpiper in Jiangsu, Fujian. In the 

survey, 116 Spoon-billed Sandpiper were recorded in Rudong, which was the largest number of 

the wintering population survey. 

 

3.2 China coastal wetland blueprint project has been completed successfully by October 2015. The 
achievements of this project have strongly impacted on government policies. Much more coastal wetlands, 
especially for the habitats of these migratory birds, will be preserved. The local governments have 
promised to establish two new nature reserves ï Nanpu wetland and Rudong wetland, which are 
unprotected just now. And public awareness for the conservation of coastal wetlands has been improved. 

3.3 Organized Yellow Sea-Bohai Region Coordinated Waterbird Survey in April 2016.  

 ̧ Approximately 30 partners from institutions related to environmental protection, forestry, wetland 
reserves, wetland parks, universities and research institutes worked together to undertake the 
survey. Altogether, 154 professional and technical personnel and volunteers along with 
international waterbird experts from Australia, New Zealand, the United Kingdom and the 
Netherlands participated in the survey. The total length of survey area stretches about 6500 km, 
from the Yalu River estuary in the northeast (adjoining North Korea), along the sea coast to 
south of the Yangtze River estuary, covering six provinces and municipalities. The survey 
recorded a total of nearly 80,7000 waterbirds of 119 species in 18 major sites along the Yellow 
Sea-Bohai Region. The count was dominated by shorebirds (81.4% of the total). The survey 
provided a good chance to communicate with all nature-protected workers, and collected very 
important data of waterbirds. It will be useful to protect these migratory birds and their habitats. 
































































































































































