[WCC-2016-Res-026-EN] Conservation of intertidal habitats and
migratory waterbirds of the East Asian- Australasian Flyway,
especially the Yellow Sea, in a global context
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RECALLING Resolution 5.028 Conservation of the East Asian-Australasian
Flyway and its threatened waterbirds, with particular reference to the Yellow Sea
(Jeju,2012);

2| 5,028 YOIE FNUOE U FONO! QYT AMOIF Y2 HTY BF Qo) N
ENlSl B (T, 20122 47 AT,

ALARMED by the Red Listing as Globally Threatened or Near Threatened of an
additional six migratory waterbird species due to the rapid rate of conversion of
intertidal wetlands in the East Asian-Australasian Flyway (EAAF), particularly the
Yellow Sea,;
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NOTING the results of studies arising from Resolution 5.028 (on the benefits of
ecosystem services provided by intertidal wetlands), and the status of threatened
birds and their habitats to prioritise sites requiring urgent conservation and
restoration and identification of important migratory waterbird habitat and expert
networks;
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RECOGNISING workshop outcomes on the conservation of intertidal areas,
including nationally for China (September 2014) and the Republic of Korea (May



2016), and the Yellow Sea (August 2016), calling for increased recognition of the
importance of intertidal ecosystems and their stronger protection;
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NOTING the September 2015 recommendations of the China Coastal Wetland
Conservation Blueprint project to strengthen wetland legislation and improve the
protection, management and restoration of coastal wetlands in the spirit of
ecological civilisation (a state China wishes to achieve by harmonising the co-
existence of the global ecosystem and human economic development);
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RECOGNISING the creation of the China Coastal Wetland Conservation Network
in June 2015 to increase awareness and cooperative actions to protect coastal
wetlands among government and society;
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NOTING the annual Memorandum of Understanding between the Government of
China and WWF to support coastal wetland and flyway conservation in China,
signed in October 2015;
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RECOGNISING that the EAAF work plan within the Arctic Council’s Arctic
Migratory Bird Initiative includes, but is not limited to, intertidal habitat protection
in the Yellow Sea; and
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NOTING that despite the pre-eminent global importance of the Yellow Sea for



migratory waterbirds of the EAAF, no World Heritage sites are yet inscribed there,
though the importance of this status in improving protection and cooperation has
been demonstrated along the comparable East Atlantic Flyway;
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The World Conservation Congress, at its session in Hawai‘i, United States
of America, 1-10 September 2016:
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1. REQUESTS the Director General, Commissions and Members to consider, in
conjunction with the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species and
the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands, as appropriate, to develop national/regional
management plans for migratory birds

within 'working coastal wetlands' (i.e. those used for shellfisheries, aquaculture,
fish ponds and salt pans) to benefit migratory bird populations and their habitats,
which support numerous other species;
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2. URGES Parties to the Ramsar Convention, at their 13th Conference (COP13,
Dubai 2018), to consider — further to Resolutions VII/21 and X/22 on the
conservation and wise-use of tidal flats — additional needs and priorities for
remaining tidal flats at national, regional and global scales, and opportunities for
urgently enhancing their protection;
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3. INVITES the Director General and Commissions (to the extent possible within
available resources) to provide assistance to governments and IUCN Members
along the EAAF, and particularly those around the Yellow Sea, to further
implement Resolution 5.028 in particular through the measures listed below; and
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4. ENCOURAGES governments along the EAAF to:
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a. implement the following national and regional workshop declarations intended
to define implementation of Resolution 5.028: Beijing 2015, Republic of Korea
2016, Yellow Sea 2016 and the Arctic Migratory Bird Initiative Work Plan for
the EAAF and the East Asian-Australasian Flyway Partnership (EAAFP)
Collaborative Work Programme for Shorebird Conservation;
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b. consider the possibility of a future trilateral World Heritage nomination for the
intertidal zone of the Yellow Sea with support from surrounding countries;
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c. support the development of a ‘Caring for Coasts' Initiative, in the framework of
the Convention on Biological Diversity and the Ramsar Convention, as part of



d.

a global movement to restore coastal wetlands; and
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use the EAAFP as a framework for strengthening the conservation of
migratory waterbird species and their habitats.
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Note: The adoption of this decision by IUCN Members shall be without prejudice to
IUCN’s role to provide independent technical evaluation of nominated sites for
World Heritage Listing.

ZEIIUCN AT T, WRNef oftt 2 A2 M2 AU E FHME NG
1

SEHY g §UE MFOl= UCNY

State and agency Members of the United States abstained during the vote on
this motion for reasons given in the U.S. General Statement on the IUCN Motions
Process.
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