
The Eastern Curlew, Numenius madagascariensis, is 
now recognised as critically endangered under the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 
1999 (EPBC Act), partly because the population reaching 
Australia has more than halved since the 1980s (Vine 
and Weller 2015). This is therefore an opportune time to 
see how Western Australia's Eastern Curlew population is 
faring. 

A general overview of the 
distribution of the Eastern 
Curlew in south-west Western 
Australia in recent decades is 
provided below, and covers the 
area from Perth to the Eyre 
Bird Observatory. 

Large tidal estuaries are 
the habitat of choice for 
the Eastern Curlew in the 

lower south-west of Western 
Australia. The main estuaries 
can be found at the Peel
Harvey Inlet (Mandurah), 
Leschenault Inlet (Sunbury) 
and Oyster Harbour (Albany). 

My records indicate that few 
Eastern Curlews venture south past Shark Bay and those 
that do are concentrated at the Peel-Harvey Inlet. There 

are unlikely to be more than 10/15 Eastern Curlews 
annually that migrate past Shark Bay to the south 
western corner of Western Australia. 

South West 

Perth (32° 02' S, 115 ° 49' E) 

The Eastern Curlew was never common around the Swan 
River though in the past there was a greater habitat 
range available. These days sightings in and around Perth 
are extremely rare. The most recent sightings come 
from the Alfred Cove mudflats, on the Swan River. Two 
Eastern Curlews were sighted here during the 1981/1985 
waterbird survey and one was seen on 6 November 2002. 
At Woodman Point two beach sightings were made in 

March 1997 and March 2002. These were possibly birds 
on their northward migration. There is one sighting from 
Rottnest Island in February 1989 and one from Garden 
Island of two Eastern Curlews in February 2010. 

D.L. Serventy (1948, p. 266) commented that on 
occasions one or two birds at most may be seen on 
the Swan River Estuary. Historical Eastern Curlew sites 
around Perth are Herdsman Lake (1902), Lake Monger 
(1968-1969), Pelican Point (1936, 1955) and the South 
Perth foreshore ( 1959). Some historical records from the 
Rockingham district are White Lake (January 1939) and 
Lake Richmond (January 1941), both single birds seen in 
January (Sedgwick 1942). 

There is an interesting report ( 1969) of an Eastern 
Curlew patrolling the grassed margins of Lake Monger 
(eastern side) catching grasshoppers. A local resident 
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had reported that two birds had been observed in the 
area for several days (Jenkins 1969). 

During 1961 to 1965 one or two Eastern Curlews were 
recorded on 18 occasions between September and March 
at the now non-existent Causeway salt marshes, located 
near Heirisson Island (Tarburton 1974). 

Mandurah (32° 33' S, 115 ° 

42' E) 

The Peel Harvey Estuary is 
the most important site for 
Eastern Curlew in the southern 
part of Western Australia. 
Mandurah Quay Island, also 
known as One Tree Island, 
is located in Sticks Channel 
and is an important roosting 
site for Eastern Curlews. They 
arrive in late August and like 
to shelter and roost among 
the island's samphire. This 
habitat makes them very hard 
to detect as they are totally 
submerged in the samphire 
scrub and their presence 
is often only revealed by a 

protruding head or when alarmed by a raptor passing 
overhead. At low tides the Eastern Curlews move to 
nearby Boundary flats to feed. These mud flats are 
located between Channel Island and Boundary Island and 
are a valuable and frequently used wader feeding site. 
Soldiers Cove is another site used, as are the mudflats 
south of Creery Island. The connection of Eastern Curlew 
with the Peel Inlet extends back into time as they were 
known to the local indigenous people, who knew the 
species as wid-joo-on-ong (Serventy and Whittell 1976). 

The Eastern Curlew has been recorded in the samphire 
flats fringing the narrow entrance between the Peel Inlet 
and Mandurah back to 1928. Serventy (1930) mentioned 
that in those days the Peel Inlet connected with the 
ocean by means of a narrow channel with a sand bar at 
the mouth. 

Extensive development in the northern Peel Inlet has 
reduced the amount of suitable wader habitat. There 
used to be a long shallow sandbank (approximately 
300 metres long and 20 metres wide) in the middle of 
the main Mandurah Estuary channel that ran parallel to 
Fairbridge Road. This was a wader roost used by one or 
two Eastern Curlews until it was removed by dredging 
(G. Baker pers. comm.). Dolphin Pool was another site 
in Mandurah that supported Eastern Curlews but it has 
since been developed into a marina. Large sections of the 
Creery wetlands have been turned into the Mariners Cove 
canal development. 

Surveys conducted by the Department of Parks and 
Wildlife showed that the maximum number of Eastern 
Curlew counted throughout the Peel-Harvey Estuary 
during 1996-1997 was 19 and during 1998-1999 was 
24 (Lane et al. 2002a, b). Sector counts were conducted 

Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 158 June 2016 




















	082931
	082951
	083005
	083016
	083052
	083107
	083119
	083132
	083146
	083200



